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Mucosal Proteases and their Inhibitors in Inflammatory Bowel Disease

N2 From etiopathogenetic insight to innovative therapy

The IBDase project studies the causes and
mechanisms of actions of Inflammatory Bowel
Disease (IBD). IBD is a group of chronic
inflammatory conditions of the intestine. The
two main IBD disease entities are Crohn's
disease and ulcerative colitis. Environmental
and genetic factors cause the disease.

The project envisages a multidisciplinary
approach, linking genetic studies in IBD patients
with functional studies in cell culture and IBD
animal models. We search for new diagnostic
tools and therapies focused on protein-cleaving

enzymes (proteases) of the intestinal
mucosa and their inhibitors.

IBDase groups nine research institutions from
eight different countries, including an industrial
partner. IBDase runs for three years, starting
from March 1st, 2008.

IBDase has come into existence thanks to a
grant from the European Commission
7th Framework Programme.
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